Erie Collaborative Meeting
The meeting was held at St. Bens in Erie on March 25, 2010.  The agenda included a presentation by Mr. Than L. Pau, an associate of LIRS in Philadelphia.  Mr. Pau gave us his view of the Burmese Karen Community in Erie.  Northwest Legal Services gave us a presentation on work they have been funded for by the Commonwealth Judicial Department.  They are completing a survey of the legal needs of refugees located in the Erie community.  Now the program is still in the formative stages.  We discussed the working relationship between St. Bens EARN program for refugees and the MCRC case management activities for refugee employment.  Coordination of these important activities is a challenge considering the many needs of refugees.  On the bright side, the St. Bens and MCRC collaboration resulted in a 100% placement rate for TANF refugee clients in the first trimester, Oct 09 thru Jan 2010.  
The next meeting is scheduled for June 22, at 10 AM at St. Bens.

