FILE NOTE

SUBJECT:

PRRPC Meeting

DATE:

February 25, 2010
ATTENDEES:  
Esta Yifrach, JEVS; Reina Kimso, EDSI, Christa Loffelman and Thoai Nguyen, SEAMAAC;  Shazia Waters, State of PA, Dept. of Education, Norm-Anne Rothermel, State of PA, Refugee Resettlement Program.
DISCUSSION:  

1. Report From the State
a.  Norm-Anne Rothermel reported on Philadelphia’s response to the need for Haitian medevacs and escorts. She stated that all 3 VOLAGs (HIAS, Lutheran, and NSC) were asked to assist with this initiative, as incoming Haitians would be granted humanitarian parole status. The 3 VOLAGs worked with other Philadelphia-area agencies to have services available to this community. However, there was a change in plans and Pennsylvania is not receiving any Haitian patients at this time. This policy could change in the future. Norm-Anne stated that the 3 VOLAGs deserve a lot of credit for all of their hard work around this effort. At the next PRRPC meeting, she’d like the VOLAGs to give an update about this.  
b. The VOLAGs were not present at this meeting, so they were unable to provide arrival numbers. 
c. Norm-Anne reported that this year’s monitoring visits are nearly finished. She’s in the process of reviewing the reports. 

d. The ORR National Consultation will be held in Washington, DC, during the week of June 7th. The PA State Refugee Consultation will be held July 13-14. It will take place at Willow Valley in Lancaster, PA. Registration can be done on Inspiritec. Norm-Anne stated that they’re looking for presentation ideas. If you’d like to present a workshop or have an idea for a presentation, please email Evan Shuey (eshuey@state.pa.us).
e. The PA state refugee website update has been updated. Please visit the website at www.refugeesinpa.org.
2. School Updates
Shazia Waters reported that the PA Department of Education is working on creating some materials for the Haitian community. Philadelphia School District runs a summer program for refugee youth. Upper Darby School District has a transitional education program, which serves a large Liberian population. Thoai Nguyen asked if the PA Dept of Education was following the Philadelphia School District’s recent issues of racial violence involving immigrant youth at South Philadelphia High School. He stated that the PA Human Relations Commission had two meetings with the Philadelphia School District. Shazia responded that she’s a member of the Civil Tension Task Force and is aware of the developments. CBOs can join this Task Force if they wish. Contact Shazia for more information.

3. Employment
Refugee providers stated that in the current economy, meeting the employment mandate for TANF refugees is challenging. It’s increasingly difficult to find full-time employment for refugees. Philadelphia providers report that employment searches are taking much longer than they used to and employers are extremely selective. In this economy, many employers are not interested in hiring LEP refugees. Employment providers have noticed that some employers are choosing to pay overtime to their current employees, rather than hiring new employees. Other employers are laying off staff. One employment provider stated that staffing agencies tend to be more flexible, but many of them require language skills that LEP refugees do not have.  The provider agencies noted that because paid-work experience allows refugees to earn wages and develop their English skills, it’s a larger incentive than community service. Norm-Anne recommended that employment providers attend all employment-related trainings offered by the State. Registration can be done on Inspiritec.
4. World Refugee Day
PRRPC members can work together to decide how to celebrate World Refugee Day, June 20, 2010. When asked if the State could provide any funding toward World Refugee Day events, Norm-Anne responded that they could provide $500 or less. In the past, each agency contributed $50 but staff time was in-kind. Expenses include food, transportation, entertainment, and publicity. We’ll revisit this issue at the next PRRPC meeting.
5. PRRPC Membership
Our PRRPC listserve needs to be updated. Norm-Anne stated that the CAOs (Philadelphia, Bucks, and Delaware) should be included in the listserve. Shazi added that the Upper Darby and Philadelphia School Districts also should be included. Refugee provider agencies can check the listserve to make sure that their contacts/representatives are up-to-date. Esta is managing the listserve; please forward all updates to her. 
6. Planning for Next Meeting
Our next PRRPC meeting will be held in early April. JEVS or EDSI will host. JEVS will send an email to the listserve with possible meeting dates/times. 
