FILE NOTE

SUBJECT:

PRRPC Meeting

DATE:

April 23, 2010
ATTENDEES:  
Esta Yifrach and Zoya Kravets, JEVS, Nicole Boehner, Marina Merlin, and Hansi Wang, HIAS,  Nicole Boehner, HIAS AOP, Beverly Mallard, Patrick Hakizimana, and Jennifer Ralston , NSC, Karina Sellhorn and  Lanfia Waritay , CCTC, Bernard Sejour  and Todd Miller, LCFS, Reina Kimso, EDSI, Christa Loffelman, SEAMAAC, Stephanie Stover and Maria Mills-Torres, Philadelphia School District, Jillian McGilvery, Upper Darby School District, Shazia Waters, State of PA, Dept. of Education, Marina Lipkovskaya and Inna Pogoriler, New World Association, Reina Kimso, EDSI Eileen Rowe and Mi Nguyen, State of PA, Evan Shuey and Normanne Rothermel, State of PA, Refugee Resettlement Program.
DISCUSSION:  

1. The meeting was opened by Zoya Kravets, who deferred to Evan Shuey.  Mr. Shuey began by reminding each attendee about the State Refugee Consultation on the 13th and 14th of July in the Willow Valley Resort, Lancaster, PA.  He mentioned that seven workshops will be given, conducted by Than Pau (LCFS), HIAS/NSC/LCFS, Dawn Zuckerman (JFCS), Colleen Mahar-Piersma, Ellen DiPlacido, Gail Bouder, and Jonathan Lucas (Refugee Works).  The keynote speaker will be Mayhoua Moua.
Mr. Shuey then asked agencies to report on specific arrival numbers.  

NSC began, stating that they projected 450 arrivals but already have taken 300 people, and thus feel they will soon exceed this projection.  Serviced individuals included Iraqi, Palestinian, Burmese (Karen, Ch’in), Bhutanese, Eritrean, Gabonese, and Congolese refugees.
HIAS projected 90 individuals and currently has 50.  Serviced individuals included Ch’in, Karen, Eritrean, Nepalese, and Iraqi refugees.  HIAS also felt that they would exceed their projected goal.
LCFS reported 120 arrivals in the Philadelphia area.  Most of the arrivals were primarily Bhutanese, Liberian, and Burmese.
2. Norm-Anne Rothermel stressed that all agencies must ensure that Haitians served with refugee funds have the proper Parolee or Entrant status.

3. Ms. Rothermel also spoke about an agreement reached with Penn DOT and interpretation provided by refugee agencies.  She asked that since these interpreters are representatives of refugee agencies, all providers supplying interpreters to Penn DOT must ensure that these individuals are qualified and law abiding.

4. Ms. Rothermel reminded those at the meeting to attend the BETP Annual Guidelines Training session currently held around the state in addition to Documentation training.  She also clarified that all new employees are required to attend BETP 101.  A Refugee 101 session will be in the works and will later be given.
5. A question was asked regarding Tax Preparation Services for refugees, and it was recommended that Paul Jericho of MCRC in Erie be contacted for assistance.

6. Bernard Sejour gave a brief presentation regarding the status of several 19 Haitian families (33 total people) resettled in the Upper Darby area on a B1 or B2 visa.  He mentioned that many are in great need of clothing, housing, work, and counseling services.  Discussion of the issue also included the topic of Temporary Protected Status or TPS, and several providers (LCFS and HIAS) stating that few Haitians wished to come forward and take advantage of TPS for fear of being known as illegal aliens.  It was also mentioned that TPS is often extended for periods of time according to varying situations.
7. Todd Miller of LCFS spoke about a special grant received by his organization which gave the ability to provide Mental/Behavioral Health services to residents of Montgomery County.  A brief discussion that followed ascertained that green card processing is covered by this grant for those eligible for the fee waiver, and Nicole Boehner of HIAS reminded those gathered that the HIAS Asylee Outreach Project also can process green cards for fee waiver eligible clients.
8. World Refugee Day was brought up as a subject, and the need for collaboration was expressed.  Other locations in the state were considered as examples.  Concern was expressed over the ability of clients to travel to multiple locations in Philadelphia.  Later, interest in having an outdoor celebration at City Hall or possible an indoor one in the Philadelphia School District atrium were given as possibilities.  A committee was established to plan a WRD event and Carina and Lanfia of CCTC are taking the lead   

9. Members of NSC discussed the Homeless Prevention Rehabilitation Program, which, in collaboration with LCFS and NSC, provides rental assistance to families.

10.   New World Association announced that they had received a grant to serve the ESL population.  The program is meant to cover conversational English and Computer Literacy.  Income Guidelines must be met to qualify for this program.
11. The next PRRPC meeting was scheduled for 10:00 September the 15th at the Philadelphia School District.  The address is: 
440 North Broad Street and Spring Garden
Philadelphia, PA 19123

Notes prepared by E. Shuey
