FILE NOTE

SUBJECT:

Northeast Collaborative Meeting

DATE:

April 26, 2011
ATTENDEES:  
Norm-Anne Rothermel and Nick Spirelis from the PA Refugee Resettlement Program; Will Miller, Marla Sells, Ben Shedlock, and Carolyn Egli from Catholic Charities of Allentown; Sister Janet Jeffers, Sonya Sarner, Ram Timsina, Om Timsina, Krishna, Bhim Thapa from Catholic Social Services of Scranton; Asresu Misikir and Cliff Deardorff from the PA Refugee Health Program; Michelle Bernotsky and Megan McCabe from the PA Dept. of Health; JoAnn Osiadacz from the Lackawanna County Assistance Office.
DISCUSSION:  
· Norm-Anne opened the meeting by having everyone introduce themselves.  She also announced that Marlin Sheesley would be retiring on May 13th.  She also announced that the first Refugee 101 training would be held on May 10 & 11 at Fort Indiantown Gap.
· Next the Volags gave their arrivals information.  CSS Scranton was contracted to resettle 150 refugees this year, and they have already resettled 132.  Most of them have been Bhutanese.  They received 40 in December and 26 in January.
· Catholic Charities of Allentown (CCA) was contracted to resettle 90 refugees this year, and they have resettled 39 so far.  They are about 26% behind schedule this year due to the delays the State Dept. imposed on new arrivals the last couple of months.  Most of their arrivals have been Burmese, Iraqi, and some Eritreans.
· Asresu Misikir, the Refugee Health Coordinator, provided the group with a handout explaining the Refugee Health Program in PA.  She said her mission continues to be to increase the awareness of her program throughout the state.  She also hopes to get more refugee health providers to use the standard health screening tool her office has developed.  She also discussed how the Basic Mental Health Screening tool is being piloted right now in certain parts of the state.
· It was revealed that there is not a Civil Surgeon in Scranton.  CSS has been using a Civil Surgeon in Allentown.  Asresu will check into trying to get one in Scranton.  CSS should look try to find a doctor who would be interested in doing this.
· Cliff Deardorff, the Refugee Health Program Advisor, stated that they currently have 7 completed PPAs with health care providers in the state and at least 8 potential PPAs in the future.  He is following up with Sacred Heart and Lehigh Valley Hospitals in the Allentown area to get PPAs signed.
· Shazia Waters explained her role as the PA Refugee School Impact Coordinator.  She said that there are currently 5 school districts in PA that receive the grant, and Allentown School District is one of them.  Shazia explained that the grant provides supplemental programs, such as after-school programs or summer programs, to school districts serving refugee children.
· Both CSS and CCA representatives said that they have had some problems with some of their local school districts not enrolling refugee children in a timely manner.  Shazia said they should contact her whenever this occurs.
· Next employment opportunities for refugees was discussed.  CCA stated that job placements for refugees with little or no English have been difficult with the high unemployment rate in Northeastern PA.  CSS said that many of their job placements have been with temporary job agencies, and about 50% of those placements do become permanent jobs.
· It was stated that mental health issues of some of the refugees was affecting their ability to get or maintain employment.
· There were not many housing issues mentioned.  Will Miller said that the bed bug problem they had in Allentown area last year seems to have subsided.  He also said that the churches he collaborates with are a big help with housing issues.
· Secondary Migrants were discussed.  CSS stated that last year they had 15 secondary migrants, and they were mostly Bhutanese.  CCA stated that they haven’t had hardly any secondary migrants lately.
· CCA stated that they have been having problems with clients not getting their Social Security cards for 3-4 months.  And Joanne Osdiaz from the Lackawanna CAO stated that her office cannot issue special allowances if the client does not have a SSN.
· The next Northeast Collaborative meeting is scheduled for August 24, 2011.
