Pittsburgh Refugee Collaborative Meeting

Thursday, May 19, 2011

Allegheny County Human Services Building
One Smithfield Street
Rachel Carson Room
Pittsburgh, PA 15222
Phone: 412-350-6611
Agenda Outline:

Subject





Responsibility

	Introductions
	ALL

	Arrivals Forecast
	Catholic Charities of Pittsburgh (CCP)

Jewish Family & Children’s Service (JF&CS)

Northern Area Companies (NAC)

	Employment Opportunities – now and in the future.
	CCP, NAC & JF&CS



	Housing Issues – Is there affordable housing?
	CCP, NAC & JF&CS



	Health Care and Mental Health Services
	Asresu Misikir

Cliff Deardorff

	Educational and School Issues
	Shazia Waters

	CAO Review and Issues
	Allegheny County Assistance Office (CAO)

	Likelihood of Current Arrival’s Obtaining Self Sufficiency
	Employment Case Managers or Volag Directors

	Secondary Migration


	CCP, JF&CS, and Acculturation for Justice, Access and Peace Outreach (AJAPO)



	Refugee Mistreatment and Incidences of Violence

· Have We Had Any Incidences in Pittsburgh?

· If So Was There a Report Filed?
	ALL


Working Agenda with Space for Notes:

	Subject


	Responsibility
	Notes



	Introductions
	ALL


	Attendees:  Asresu Misikir & Cliff Deardorff ( PA Refugee Health Program); Raihan Izimbetova (Pgh. City EARN); Shazia Waters (PDE); Dismas Bizimana & Usama Al-Teraifi (AJAPO); John Hunter (Senator Casey’s office); Cristina Laipple (AIU); Doug Masiroff & Allegra Elson (GPLC); Alexis Szymanski, Leslie Aizenman, & Dawn Zuckerman (JF&CS); Carmen Tyler, Cathy Niebel, & Bridget Kollar (CCPgh); Chris Dankanich (BETP); Kheir Mugwaneza & Dylanna Jackson (NAC); Martin Ingraham (Allegheny DHS); Nick Spirelis (PRRP).



	Arrivals Forecast
	CCP, NAC & JF&CS


	JF&CS has had 100 arrivals this year so far, and they have been mostly Bhutanese.  

CCP had 67 arrivals so far and that is all they are taking this year.  Their arrivals have been Bhutanese, Iraqi and Cuban.

NAC had 20 arrivals so far, and they have been mostly Bhutanese.

	Employment Opportunities – now and in the future
	CCP & JF&CS


	The refugee providers stated that it is difficult for refugees to get a living wage these days.  Many placements are low wage and part-time.  And it takes a lot of case management time to get clients job ready.

The local OVR office claims they don’t have interpretation available.

Many 2nd migrants are already working when they are referred to JF&CS.  They should be referred to the WIA.

	Housing Issues – Is there affordable housing?
	CCP, JF&CS & AJAPO


	It is very difficult to find housing with 2 or more bedrooms.  Most of the Bhutanese want to live near their relatives and won’t live in other parts of the city.  The service providers are having great difficulty getting clients to stay in the housing they initially resettle if it is not near their friends and relatives.

	Health Care and Mental Health Services


	Asresu Misikir &

Cliff Deardorff


	Asresu and Cliff explained the Refugee Health Program.  They stated that the Squirrel Hill Health Clinic is doing a great job.  Mental health continues to be a major issue statewide.  They are implementing the mental health screening in the near future after test piloting it in the Lancaster area.

The refugee service providers continue to have problems with UPMC providing interpretation for their clients.  Cliff will look into this further.

Asresu is providing technical assistance to the health care providers as needed.

Doug Masiroff stated that medical interpretation problems in Pittsburgh have been discussed many times at committee meetings with Allegheny County government but no resolution have been achieved yet.

It was mentioned that if a service provider is having difficulty getting a medical provider to provide interpretation, they can call the Directors Action Line at the Allegheny Dept. of Human Services.



	Subject


	Responsibility
	Notes



	Educational and School Issues
	Shazia Waters


	Shazia explained the Refugee School Impact Grant.  Penn Hills was awarded the grant this year since Baldwin Whitehall and Pittsburgh city schools didn’t apply for the grant.  It is a 2-year grant, and it is designed for supplemental services only, like after school programs.  

Title 3 requires every school district to offer ESL classes.

	CAO Review and Issues
	Allegheny CAO


	No one from the Allegheny CAO attended the meeting.

The refugee service providers would like to have the monthly DST meetings start up again soon.  It was reported that Diego Pokropowicz has taken over for Shirley Michelotti and will be responsible for coordinating the refugee DST meetings from now on.



	Likelihood of Current Arrival’s Obtaining Self Sufficiency
	Employment Case Managers or Volag Directors


	The refugee providers stated that it is difficult for refugees to get a living wage these days.  Many placements are low wage and part-time.  And it takes a lot of case management time to get clients job ready.



	Secondary Migration

· How Many?

· Going to?

· Coming From?

· What Groups or Ethnicity are Moving and Why?        


	CCP, JF&CS & AJAPO


	The refugee providers are not receiving a great number of secondary migrants except for AJAPO.  AJAPO serves many secondary migrants from Africa.

	Subject


	Responsibility
	Notes



	Refugee Mistreatment and Incidences of Violence

· Have we had any incidences in Pittsburgh?

· If so, was there a report filed with local authorities, BETP (Ruthann Van Dyke) and The State Refugee Coordinator (Norm-Anne Rothermel)?
	ALL
	No incidents of violence against refugees were reported.


