Summary of Pittsburgh Refugee Collaborative Meeting – September 22, 2010

· Introductions
· Each of the Collaborative Attendees introduced themselves.  A list of attendees follows:

· Pittsburgh Refugee Collaborative

· Sign-In Sheet – by Carol Veal
· Date: _September 22, 2010_____________________

	Print Name
	Email Address 
	Agency

	      1.Norm-Anne   Rothermel
	nrothermel@state.pa.us
	BETP/DPW 

	2.Asresa Misikir
	amisikir@state.pa.us
	PA Dept. Of Health 

	3.Shazia Waters
	shwaters@state.pa.us 
	PDE

	4.Nick Spirelis
	tspirelis@state.pa.us
	BETP

	5.Marlin Sheesley
	msheesley@state.pa.us
	BETP

	6.Shirley Michelotti
	smichelotti@state.pa.us

	ACAO

	7.Andy Rind
	arind@namsc.com
	Northern Area Companies

	8.Dawn Zuckerman
	dzuckerman@jfcspgh.org
	JFCS

	9.Clara Folino
	Clara.folino@aiu3.net
	AIU3

	10.Anna Greenstone
	anna@ajapo.org
	AJAPO

	11.Anthony Scaletta
	Anthony.scaletta@gmail.com
	AJAPO

	12.Darlene Lane


	dlane@pghcareerlink.org
	City/EARN

	13.Kheir Mugurrneza


	
	Catholic Charities

	14.Cathy Niebel


	cniebe@ccpgh.org

	Catholic Charities

	15.Carmen Tyler


	ctyler@ccpgh.org
	Catholic Charities

	16.Carol Veal


	Carol.veal@alleghenycounty.us
	ACDHS

	17.Yinka Williams


	
	AJAPO

	18.Leslie Aizenman


	laizenman@jfcpgh.org
	JFCS


· Volag Arrivals Forecast
· Catholic Charities – Pittsburgh

· 60 arrivals October and November

· 95% Bhutanese, 5% Cuban and Iraqis

· 115 secondary Migrants since July 2010, primarily Bhutanese

· 200 secondary migrants in the last year

Question: How do other States handle secondary migrants?

The following website is a good website for secondary migrant       information:

http://forefugees.com/category/issues/secondary-migration/
· 09 - 10 Arrival Statistics
· attached
· Health Update 
· Asresa Misikir led a discussion on refugee health issues:

· Members of the Collaborative presented the following issues:

· In Pittsburgh there is no mainstream service for mental health problems

Mental health providers don’t feel comfortable working with clients that need an interpreter to communicate with the mental health person.

Contact Barbara Murdock with Allegheny County for language bank assistance

Refugee service providers need help identifying mental health issues.

Who do you contact for HIV and other illnesses?

Who do you contact in the local health dept. for mental health issues?

For Allegheny County – Pat Valentine, DHS Deputy Director, Office of Behavioral Health – see attachments.

· School Update
· Shazia Waters led a discussion on refugee school issues – discussion was cut short due to time constraints.

· Who do you contact for school issues with migrant agricultural and meat packer workers with children in grades K through 12 who need assistance?  Shazia with provide a contact. 
· CAO Update
· No report due to time constraint. 
· Income Improvement Plan Review
· Suggestions for the form by service providers:

· Remove the clip art – because it makes the form difficult to use and uses more copy ink.

· Label each page with a number and heading so the form is easier to refer to.
· Barrier Discussions
· Not covered due to time constraint.
· Next Meeting/Next Steps

· Wednesday  December  15, 2010, 10 to noon – One Smithfield Pittsburgh 
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