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Main PresentationPoints:
ü I. Background Information

ü II . Refugee Health Program (RHP)

ü III . System of Implementation:
ü Refugee Health Screening protocol

ü Role of State/Community Health Districts & VOLAGs

ü Health Care Providers

ü IV.  Statistical Information
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What is an Immigrant ?

Foreign-born resident who:

Çlawfully admitted for permanent residence in the 

United States

Çarrives in the U.S. with an immigrant visa issued 

abroad, or adjusts their status in the U.S. from 

temporary to permanent resident 

Sources: USCIS web site (http://www.uscis.gov 
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Who are Immigrant Aliens?

ÅLawful Permanent residence (LPR)

ÅEmployment-Based Immigrant (EBI)

ÅDiversity ImmigrantïDV Lottery

ÇHumanitarian Based Immigrants (HBI) :
üRefugees

üAsylees

üParolee

üAmerAsian

üCrime Victims and Victims of Trafficking
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What is a Non-Immigrant?

ÇA Non-Immigrant is an alien who seeks 

temporary entry to the United States for a 

specific purpose:
üVisitors

üStudents

üTemporary workers including Religious workers

üGuest workers

üUndocumented ïillegal alien

üAlien in Transit

Sources: USCIS web site (http://www.uscis.gov 
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What is a Refugee?

Foreign-born resident who:

Çcannot return to his or her country of origin because 
of a well-founded fear of persecution due to race, 
religion, nationality, political opinion, or membership 
in a particular social group

ÇRefugee status is generally given:
o prior entering to the United States by the 

Department of State Department- United States 
Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) 
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What is an Asylee?

Foreign-born resident who:

ÇEntered in the United States legally and found 

to be unable or unwilling to return to his or her 

country of nationality or to seek the protection 

of that country because of persecution or a well-

founded fear of persecution
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Sources: USCIS web site (http://www.uscis.gov

What is a Parole?

Foreign-born resident who:

Ç is permitted entry into the United States for 

urgent humanitarian reasons 
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What is an Amerasian?

Foreign-born resident who:

ÇMust have been born in Cambodia, Korea, 
Laos, Thailand, or Vietnam after December 31, 
1950, and before October 22, 1982, and have 
been fathered by a U.S. citizen
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What is a Victim of Trafficking?

ÇA Victim of Trafficking is an individual 18 
years of age or older who has been subjected to a 
severe form of trafficking (means recruit, 
transport, transfer, harbor by means of threats, 
force, coercion  deception) and 

ÇCertified by the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services, Office of Refugee Resettlement 
(ORR) based on the Trafficking Victims 
Protection Act of 2000. 
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Other Related Information:

Primary Refugees 

× Foreign-born persons who arrive directly from 
overseas to resettle in PA

× Arrival notification to PA from CDC

Secondary Migrants (Refugees) 

× Refugees who settled initially in one state but have 
moved to another

× Health information can be requested from refugeeôs 
initial arrival state

× Good practice to complete health screening if refugee 
has insurance coverage



üII PA Refugee Health Program
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PA Refugee Health Program Goal:

×To assess the current health status of all newly 

arriving refugees and identify health problems not 

identified during or developing after  overseas 

medical exam

×To ensure follow-up of refugees with health 

conditions identified during the overseas medical 

exam  obtain treatment and referral
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Program Main Tasks:

×Coordination of Health Cares

×Collaboration with Key Partners

×Provide Training and Health Education

×Public Awareness on RHP through Web Site

×Documentations and Reports
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Who are served under Refugee Health Program?

üRefugees 

üAsylees 

üCuban/Haitian Entrants 

üAmerasians 

üVictims of Human Trafficking 

üUnaccompanied Alien Children 

üSurvivors of Torture
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üIII. System of Implementation:

ÇRefugee Health Screening/Assessment 

(RHA) Surveillance Tool or Protocol 

Designed

ÇUsed Participating Providers Agreement

ÇProvide RHA protocol to Health Care 

Providers who signed PPA

ÇDesigned Database for documentation
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Refugee Health Surveillance  Form or Protocol 

is required:

ÅTo maintain comprehensiveness and validity  
of information

ÅTo be consistence with the National ORR and 

CDC Refugee medical examination Protocols

ÅTo be measureable 

ÅTo establish sustainability
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PA Refugee Health Assessment Form 

20

Pennsylvania Department of Health 

Refugee Health Assessment Form

FAX COMPLETED FORM TO THE PA DOH AT (717) 772 - 6975  
ATTN: REFUGEE HEALTH COORDINATOR
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